
Register to our next webinar on 'Advancing Climate
Neutrality in EU Rural Areas'!  

 
On 30 January, the webinar “Advancing Climate Neutrality in EU Rural Areas” will
explore how rural territories can play a central role in achieving the EU’s goal of climate

neutrality by 2050. 

The session will highlight the untapped potential of rural areas for GHG mitigation and
climate adaptation, while addressing the limitations of existing monitoring tools that

often overlook rural-specific challenges such as mobility gaps and small-scale farming
structures.

REGISTER NOW!

Save the date! GRANULAR Final Conference
 

The GRANULAR project will host its Final Conference in Brussels on 24-25 June
2026, bringing together policymakers, researches, and rural stakeholders to reflect on

project results and future perspectives.
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This final event will be organised jointly with our sister project RUSTIK, creating a
shared space to exchange insights, lesson learned, and policy recommendations for

resilient rural areas across Europe. 

More information will be shared soon - stay tuned!

GRANULAR NEWS

GRANULAR co-hosts Rural
Proofing workshop at EU
Regions Week 2025
GRANULAR co-organised with, together with
RUSTIK and VALORADA projects, the session Rural
proofing: Making policies work for rural areas
through data and Earth observation, as part of its
Knowledge Transfer Acceleration events. The
session focused on the need to embed rural
perspectives into governance at every level. 

Read the highlights report! 

Big news for the GRANULAR
community! 
The GRANULAR Knowledge Transfer Accelerator
(KTA) is taking an important step forward in
strengthening knowledge exchange and
collaboration for rural innovation. The KTA is now
joining forces with the “Innovation in Rural Public
Policy” community on the European Rural Pact
Community platform. This transition is being
carried out in collaboration with the Government of
Castilla-La Mancha to the EU and the EU
Representation Office of Carinthia (Austria) in
Brussels, creating a shared space for co-creation,
experimentation, and policy innovation. 

Check it out!
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New GRANULAR report shows
what matters for rural wellbeing
Wellbeing, fairness, and resilience are central goals
of the European Commission’s Long-Term Vision for
Rural Areas (LTVRA), yet the drivers of wellbeing
remain complex and poorly understood. The recently
published GRANULAR report “Wellbeing and Quality
of Life in Rural Europe”, produced by partners
from Thünen-Institute and James Hutton Institute,
provides new evidence by examining how subjective
wellbeing varies across rural and urban contexts in
Europe and what this means for rural development.  

Find out more! 

Housing prices and rural
attractiveness: case study
from Czechia
Rural areas can be attractive places to live, but
how much do housing prices influence their
attractiveness? Research emerging from
GRANULAR project, led by the Czech University
of Life Sciences Prague (CZU), is tackling this
question by developing methods to assess how
real estate prices relate to rural appeal,
addressing a key gap: the lack of consistent EU-
wide proxy for housing prices. 
 

Check it out!

Changing patterns of farmland
ownership in Europe raise
sustainability questions 
Farmland ownership in Europe is shifting from family
farms toward corporate and group holdings,
particularly in Central and Eastern Europe. While
company-owned farms often improve economic
performance, this trend raises concerns about food
security, rural livelihoods, and environmental
sustainability. A new GRANULAR article published in
the open-access journal Land Use Policy examines
the evolving landscape of farmland ownership in
Europe and its implications for food system
sustainability.  

Find out more! 

LIVING & REPLICATION LABS IN FOCUS
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Rethinking Accessibility:
Universal Design in Rural
Lithuania
A research from the GRANULAR project highlights
inclusive innovations in the Ignalina region in
Lithuania. Dr. Živilė Gedminaitė-Raudonė and Dr.
Monika Belhaj from the Lithuanian Centre for
Social Sciences, have explored  how Universal
Design (UD) principles are being applied in rural
areas. Their case study focused on the Ignalina
region in Lithuania, a Replication Lab in the
GRANULAR project. The research looks at how
UD can improve public services accessibility,
enhance community resilience, and address the
socio-economic challenges of depopulation and
ageing.

Find out more!

Exploring Rural Futures:
GRANULAR Cross-Visit in
Scotland 
From 21 to 23 October, GRANULAR partners from
the James Hutton Institute welcomed participants
from across Europe to Aberdeenshire for a three-
day cross-visit exploring rural diversity, sustainability,
and innovation.  The visit began at the 6th European
Rural Parliament in Inverurie, where partners co-
hosted a workshop on Rural Typologies. With
participants from 12 countries, the session featured
presentations from Dr. Elin Slätmo (Nordregio), Dr.
Jon Hopkins (James Hutton Institute), and Orsolya
Frizon Somogyi (European Commission, DG AGRI),
followed by a roundtable discussion with Prof. David
Miller on how current typologies can better reflect
the realities of rural life across Europe.  

Read more!

New on the GRANULAR
website: Practice Abstracts
We’re excited to launch a new section on the
GRANULAR website dedicated to Practice
Abstracts. These short, practical documents
summarise key insights, recommendations, and
innovative solutions developed within the
GRANULAR project and our Living Labs. These
easy-to-read summaries provide practical
knowledge for rural actors, policymakers,
practitioners, and other stakeholders, sharing real-
world practices and lessons learned from our
Living Labs and case studies.
 

Download them! 
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Replication Labs: New
Interviews Available 
Some of the interviews from the GRANULAR
project’s Replication Labs are now available. In
these videos, you can learn what the Replication
Labs are, where they are located, their main
objectives and challenges, and how they are
working alongside the GRANULAR project to
replicate and scale innovative practices in rural
areas.

Watch the interviews! 

EUROPEAN NEWS

GRANULAR assesses what is
still missing in the next
Multiannual Financial
Framework (MFF)
The European Commission’s proposal for the 2028–
2034 Multiannual Financial Framework will shape
rural development for the next decade. The
European Commission tabled ambitious proposals
last July.  GRANULAR – as a Horizon Europe
project dedicated to generating new datasets, tools,
and methods for understanding rural areas – has
provided evidence-based feedback to ensure rural
priorities are not overlooked.

Read more!

New JRC Report explores how
co-governance models can
accelerate local SDG action
A new JRC report highlights how co-governance
and joint management of commons can help
accelerate progress towards the SDGs at local
level as the 2030 deadline approaches. Drawing
on desk research and literature review, it shows
that commons-based approaches can strengthen
the localisation of the SDGs by fostering shared
responsibility, increasing citizens’ sense of
ownership, and enabling the active involvement of
diverse and often vulnerable groups.

Check it out!
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The latest edition of the Rural
Vision Magazine is out!
From the upcoming Rural Action Plan update,
implications of the EU’s post-2027 budget and policy
proposals for rural territories, and voices from the
2025 Rural Pact Conference, this edition brings the
rural vision to life and places local communities in
the spotlight. This magazine take a deep dive into
strengthening the rural proofing process for fair and
long-term territorial balance, and enhancing policy
coordination across governance levels for improved
rural outcomes. It also feature a range of examples
of translating the Rural Pact approach at national,
regional and local levels.

Read more!

OTHER PROJECTS

Three years of GRASS
CEILING: Reflection from the
Final Showcase Event in
Brussels
Early in the month, the GRASS
CEILINGcelebrated the Final Showcase Event at
the European Economic and Social Committee
(EESC) in Brussels, marking the culmination of
three years of collaboration to advance women-led
innovation in agriculture and rural areas across
Europe. The event opened with welcoming
remarks by Oana Neagu (Copa-Cogeca) and
Stoyan Tchoukanov (EESC), followed by an
introduction from the project coordinator, Professor
Sally Shortall (South East Technological
University, SETU).

Find out more!

RUSTIK Regional
Dissemination Event in the UK:
Creating Sustainable Rural
Futures Through Data and
Tools
The RUSTIK Regional Dissemination Event in the
UK took place on Thursday, 20 November 2025,
 at the historic Blackfriars Priory in Gloucester.This
half-day event, titled “Creating Sustainable Rural
Futures through New Data and Tools,” brought
together researchers, policymakers, practitioners,
and community leaders to explore how innovative
data approaches and participatory mapping can
inform more resilient and inclusive rural strategies.
 

Read more!
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Second RURACTIVE Forum
examines alignment with the
EU's new Multiannual Financial
Framework
After the successful kick-off of the RURACTIVE
Forum earlier this year, a second Forum session
took place on 17 November 2025. This coincided
with an important milestone in the policy field: the
release of the 2028–2034 Multiannual Financial
Framework (MFF) and its first legislative and
budgetary drafts. This edition of the Forum took
the form of a Policy Hackathon, where participants
examined how RURACTIVE can connect with the
EU’s new funding landscape and help accelerate
smart and sustainable rural solutions across
Europe. 

Check it out! 

The right to stay, the right to
move: young people's views
on the future of im/mobility in
rural areas
EURYO first policy brief, based on the experience
of the FYi-R project, sheds light on how young
people across Europe envision the future of
mobility and immobility—referred to collectively as
im/mobility—in rural areas. Through participatory
workshops held in Italy, Portugal, Sweden, and
Türkiye between April and May 2025, 64 young
participants shared their perspectives on what it
means to leave, stay in, or return to rural
communities.
 

Read more!

EVENTS

Horizon Europe info days - Cluster 6 Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources,
Agriculture and Environment 
22-23 January 2026
Brussels, Belgium 
 
Webinar: Women's pathways to work and empowerment in rural Europe
27 January 2026
Online
 
Subgroup on LEADER and territorial development - 4th meeting
25 February 2026 
Belgium
 
Ensuring the Right to Stay for young farmers and rural youth 
11 March 2026
Renaissance Hotel (Brussels. Belgium)
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